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days after their receipt by the deposi-
tory institution and notify the appro-
priate FDIC regional office within 15
days when a change in its independent
auditor occurs; and

(13) Any standard condition defined
in § 303.2(ff).

§ 303.27 Authority retained by the
FDIC Board of Directors.

Without limiting the Board of Direc-
tor’s authority, the Board of Directors
retains authority to deny applications
for deposit insurance and approve ap-
plications for deposit insurance where
the applicant does not agree in writing
to comply with any condition imposed
by the FDIC, other than the standard
conditions listed in §§ 303.2(ff) and
303.26(d), which may be imposed with-
out the applicant’s written consent.

Subpart C—Establishment and Re-
location of Domestic
Branches and Offices

§ 303.40 Scope.
(a) General. This subpart sets forth

the application requirements, proce-
dures and the delegations of authority
for insured state nonmember banks to
establish a branch, relocate a branch or
main office, and retain existing
branches after the interstate reloca-
tion of the main office subject to the
approval by the FDIC pursuant to sec-
tions 13(f), 13(k), 18(d) and 44 of the FDI
Act.

(b) Merger transaction. Applications
for approval of the acquisition and es-
tablishment of branches in connection
with a merger transaction under sec-
tion 18(c) of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C.
1828(c)), are processed in accordance
with subpart D (Merger Transactions)
of this part.

(c) Insured branches of foreign banks
and foreign branches of domestic banks.
Applications regarding insured
branches of foreign banks and foreign
branches of domestic banks are proc-
essed in accordance with subpart J
(International Banking) of this part.

(d) Interstate acquisition of individual
branch. Applications requesting ap-
proval of the interstate acquisition of
an individual branch or branches lo-
cated in a state other than the appli-
cant’s home state without the acquisi-

tion of the whole bank are treated as
interstate bank merger transactions
under section 44 of the FDI Act (12
U.S.C. 1831a(u)), and are processed in
accordance with subpart D (Merger
Transactions) of this part.

§ 303.41 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart:
(a) Branch includes any branch bank,

branch office, additional office, or any
branch place of business located in any
State of the United States or in any
territory of the United States, Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,
the Virgin Islands, and the Northern
Mariana Islands at which deposits are
received or checks paid or money lent.
A branch does not include an auto-
mated teller machine, an automated
loan machine, or a remote service unit.
The term branch also includes the fol-
lowing:

(1) A messenger service that is oper-
ated by a bank or its affiliate that
picks up and delivers items relating to
transactions in which deposits are re-
ceived or checks paid or money lent. A
messenger service established and op-
erated by a non-affiliated third party
generally does not constitute a branch
for purposes of this subpart. Banks
contracting with third parties to pro-
vide messenger services should consult
with the appropriate regional director
(DOS) to determine if the messenger
service constitutes a branch.

(2) A mobile branch, other than a mes-
senger service, that does not have a
single, permanent site and uses a vehi-
cle that travels to various locations to
enable the public to conduct banking
business. A mobile branch may serve
defined locations on a regular schedule
or may serve a defined area at varying
times and locations.

(3) A temporary branch that operates
for a limited period of time not to ex-
ceed one year as a public service, such
as during an emergency or disaster sit-
uation.

(4) A seasonal branch that operates at
various periodically recurring inter-
vals, such as during state and local
fairs, college registration periods, and
other similar occasions.
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